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We are happy to celebrate the completion of the first series of summer internship projects
focused on interdisciplinary biodiversity research. This summer, a group of talented interns
collaborated across various disciplines - from machine-learning to music soundscapes to
explore innovative solutions and methodologies for biodiversity challenges.

What | enjoyed most about this experience was the chance to pursue
academic interests that didn’t quite fit into the curriculum of my degree.
I was able to blend creativity with my study skills to work in a new
and more independent way.

Truly an invaluable experience for me!

Their dedication and fresh perspectives brought new insights into ecosystem preservation,
species conservation, and how we communicate and educate around biodiversity. We are

proud of their accomplishments and excited to see how their work will continue to inspire

and shape the future of environmental research. Congratulations to all the interns on a job
well done!

These projects have already led to some great outputs. For example, the Ocean
Ambassadors Logbook is available for kids to pick up NOW at the Scottish Oceans Institute
on East Sands Beach. Kids can follow the guided exploration of the seashore and learn about
the marine environment. In another project, a soundscape created in the Portmoak peat
bog has sparked important memories for local residents and been picked up by the BBC!

All the projects are just the beginning of new areas of interdisciplinary research and will
continue beyond these summer internships, leading to scientific papers, grant proposals,
and building on the new partnerships.

We look forward to the autumn research day in November when we’ll hear from all the
interns about their projects and brainstorm new research ideas for 2025 and beyond!

Dr Alison Johnston
(Centre for Research into Ecological and Environmental Modelling, School of Mathematics

and Statistics)
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